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CHICAGO, THURSDAY, FEBRUARY2o, 1879. 
Editorial. 
SALUTATORY. 
IN making his editorial bow to an audienee of educators, ~he writer is once more upon his native heath. The education-
al and editorial shillehah which flourished in the Clticago Teaclt-
er will again come into play; it will. be a baton of harmony and 
not a cudgel of disturbance, but a shillelah nevertheless. It is un-
deniable that the schools of Chicago directly, and of the North-
west indirectly, have been written down mercilessly and mali-
ciously. Chiefly on account of this abuse, we are working on sal-
aries twenty to forty per cent lower than ·thos,; paid in any other 
large city of the United States. The undersigned now and here-
with undertakes the holy and wholesome task of writing these 
schools up. l"or the enemies of our system and of its high-
est development, he has a rod in pickle and a lance in rest-the 
lash for dunces and the lance for knaves. It is not asserted that 
it is anybody's duty to support an educa~ional journal, but the 
situation is not very remote in which it will be every true teach-
er's interest to do so It is a curious coincidence that all our 
school troubles began when the Chicag-o Teacher became defunct 
and its first editor sold his birth-right for a mess of pottage. It 
will also be curious and interesting if this, the virtual revival of 
that journal, should prove the lucifer of a new and brighter day 
to the teachers of Chicago. 
With a "shake" for those who loie; 
And a smile for those who hate, 
the subscriber takes pleasure in announcing that he is at home in 
the WEEKLY. . J. MAHONY. 
THE teachers of this city should unite their influence .with the 
petitions in circulation to induce Monroe Heath to run for an-
other term of the mayoralty, in appreciation of the excellent 
Board of Education which has resulted from his several nomina-
tions. From first to last he has selected gentlemen of culture, 
social standing, and liberality, instead of political adv-enturers 
who sought pOSItion on the school board as a stepping-stone to 
something beYQnd. 
MR. HEATH'S last nominee for the school board, Mr. James 
Frake, does CJ;edit to his judgment and for~-sight. Orator Law-
ler however wanted a Frenchman appointed to the' place.: The 
trouble with Frank's proposition was that it was not sufficiently 
explicit, inasmuch as it . did not specify from what county of 
Ireland the Frenchman should hail. 
THE Chicago Board of Education is engaged in a game of 
"Hi Spy" over the estimates for three innocent and unfortunate 
persons called special teachers o(music, drawing, and German 
respectively. At the last meeting it was Inspector ~ng~ish's turn 
to blind. If the game continues throughout many more meet-
ings, the public will begin to fancy that these specials were b.et-
ter to receive the highest mentioned salary rather than that the 
Board should waste any more of their precious time-and gjlS. 
WE have in use in this city a most ingenious and comprehen- · 
sive system of school records. But there is a curious mystery 
involved in their adoption. It i~ another Who Killed· Cock 
Robin? expressed in a. series of . negations. In answer to ;the 
question, Who adopted the Records? each respondent answers 
as follows: 
"We didn't," say the teachen, 
The dear darling creatures, 
"We didn't adopt them." 
"I didn't", cries the Principal 
Trying to convince a pal, 
"J didn't adopt them," 
"I didn't," says Delano, 
"And tbat well 1 know, 
1 didn't adopt them." 
"I didn't," said Doty, 
And the table smote he, 
"I didn't adopt them." 
"We didn't" cry the Board 
All with on~ accord, , 
"We di4n't adopt them." 
And yet here they are filling their wide field of space and 
usefulness. We rejoice ·in their posse~ion, but regret that thei'r 
ado~tion must forever remain an ·unsolved riddle like the mo-
mentons questions, Who struck Billy Patterson? and Who wrote 
Junius's Letters, Rock me to Sleep Mothel', and Beautiful Snow, ? 
SUPERINTENDENT DOTI's hints to teachers, which liave been 
of much practical benefit to the tea~hers of Chicago, have been 
published in pamphlet form by E. Steiger of New York, and we 
understand that the work is· widely distributed. The latest edi-
tion of the "Hint~" is somewhat enlarged and improved. 
ADVANCED sheets of the· -24th Annual. Rep~rt of · the Chicago 
·Schools are out.- · The report .contains many intere~ting and 
philosophical remarks by the former preSident of tlie Boar.d, 
Hon. W. K. ·Sullivan. In his repol't ·Supt. Boty; does" not in-
dulge in· ~y-writing, but confines hi~elf to facts and Dgtires. 
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THERE has prevailed of late a want o.f confidence and sociality 
amo.ng the principals Df the Chicago scho.pls, very different fro.m 
the state Df things that used 'to be in the days Df our youth, when 
sympathy tinged with generous rivalry and Co.nstant co.mparisDn 
of views and metho.ds were in Drder. To remo.ve this co.ldness 
and indifference to the welfare of o.thers, and recall the Did (!S-
pn"! de corps, SDme gentlemen have suggestt':d the fo.rmatiDn of a 
principals' club to. include teachers in the high SChDOls, this club 
to. take the place Df the old voluntary Principals' Association 
which has recently beco.me a principals' institute under the rules 
of the Bo.ard. But the Saturdays Df the mDnth are so. Dccupied 
with institutes and pay-days, and the principais are so. busy 
in preparing a new graded CDurse, that this suggestion is not 
practicable fDr the present, at least. In the meantime the'cDlumns 
Df the "WEEKLY are cDrdially Dpen to any interchange o.f views 
that the teachers may have to Dffer. 
THE follDwing will explain itself: 
Total N~ecA:!7i of Roll . Average. To.N';:A;':·~7:i Roll. Averag~. 
Teachers' Pay Roll . . 747 $58,324.50 $ 78.08 833 $51,202.00 $ 61.47 
Office Employes. . . 6 ' 841.66 140.28 7 714.59 102.08 
Janitors and Engineers 57 4.266.62 74.86 68 4,070.50 59.86 
Total. . . . • • 810 163.43 2. 78 $ 78.31 908 $55.987.09 $ 61.66 
What a falling Df was there! Reduced fro.m $78'31.t0. $61.66 
for having had three years' added experience! 
THE salaries paid teachers in San Francisco and tho.se prDposed 
in Chicago. fDr the next fiscal year are relatively lIS follows: 
Principiis High Schools . . . 
Principals Grammar Schools . 
Principals Primary Schools • 
San Francioco . Chl~go . 
{ $2.250 . $4,000 1,875 
. . $1,800 
$1.550 
{' I.OOO 900 750 
Assistants . . .. . . . . . • . . . . . . . . { ~~40 { ${~O 
1.020 600 
Alas! Alas! why were Dur ancestors nD~ FDrty-niners ? Why 
did they nDt tDllow the star of empire fal ther west, _and plant 
the slip Df pedagDgical talent in the glittering sand of CalifDrnia, 
that it might become such robust educational timber as flourisheth 
beneath the gDrgeDus sky Df the Golden Coast? 
WHEN the head of the Chicago. school department was receiv-
'jng $4,500, the heads Df the pDlice and fire departments were in 
receipt of $3,600 each, and the inferior officers and emplDyes 
of the three de~artments were paid salaries cDrresponding to 
thDse Df their respective chiefs. Now it is propo.sed to. allDw the 
Chief Fire Marshall and the Superintendent of PDlice $3,600 
each, and the Superintendent of Schoo.ls $3,000, with the emDl-
uments of the inferiDr positions to. correspDnd with sad exacti-
tude. This is a sorry comment upDn the relative appreciation Df 
muscle and brain in this enlightened cDmmunity.-a pedagogi-
cal diminuendo and muscular crescendo. that are sDmewhat dis-
couraging to intellectual enterprise. Not that we begrudge the 
faithful pDlice and gallant fire laddies what they get, but we sigh 
for the day when we shall see the buds of prDsperity begin to bIDS-
som on theschool-master's rod, as well asDn the pDliceman's club 
. and~the fireman's brDom. In this connection we have but' Dne prac-
tical suggestion ta offer, (what would an educational journal be 
without a practical suggestion?) viz. : That the legislatDrs nDW 
ass~mbled at Springfield, or junketing at the public institutions 
. of the state, be requested to so amend the city charter or gener-
al school law, that the school ma'ams may be o.rganized as a 
branch of the fire department. In such event that great charac-
ter, the tax-payer, might be induced ' tD pay as much to. the per-
SDn capable Df teaching his child as he dDes to. the Dne who. is 
cDmpe.tent to. groDm his horse Dr punch his head . 
The cDmic illustrated papers Df the Mexican capital seem to. 
be making no. end Df spDrt over the cDmmercial excursionists 
frDm this cDuntry. La Gace/Illa caricatures the visitDrs as 
thty appeared at the TeatrD Principal. Three acrDbats are 
represented as swinging Dver the stage frDm a trapeze, 
that sDrt of entertainment being thDUght the mDst suitable 
to the civilization of the city Df the Great Lakes, while 
the audience cDnsists of SDme twenty pairs Df No.. 15 bDDtS ele-
vated Dn the backs Df the seats! La Gacetilla declares that 
tpe government has taken eighty Drchestra stalls and eight bDX-
es at the Teatro. Principal, so. that the visiting merchants may 
amuse themselves "free gratis fDr lDve," and asks "Who. will bet 
that the Chicago merchants are nDt in partnership with the en-
terprising lessee Df the theater?" This saucy sheet is very free 
in its observlltiDns upDn the personal appearance Df the visitDrs, 
. and winds up its irreverent CDmments upDn their wDrks, ways, 
and habits by suggesting that they shall exhibit themselves in 
squads at the TeatrD Arben at so much a squad. This latter is 
presumed to. be a variety show. WDuid it nDt be well that the 
next excursiDn party should be made up Df school-masters, whl) 
shall gQ to stay? 
To complain of red tape is no. rare thing in public affairs. 
The dispatch o.f pressing business among the variDus depart-
ments of our gDvernment is greatly retarded by red tape. The 
ends Df justiCe are delayed if nDt defeated by red tape, ano.ther 
name for the law's delay. Red tape is sometimes a cDnvenient 
cover for divers rascalities. That which in private affairs is ac-
cDmplished at once, by m;Ln meetipg man face to. face, and 
marching straight to. the issue, must needs be grDund thrDugh a 
slDw-mDving circumlDcutiDn-mill in public affairs. NDt cDntent 
with this, we are teaching red tape in our SChDOls. As the Boston 
Herald truly says: " teachers emplDyed to. instruct our children 
are required to. devote much valuable time to filling up blanks; 
to. giving statistical information to. swell the archives Df some 
bDard i to. making up useless repDrts destined to. fill SDme official 
pigeo.n hDle, and to carrying fDrward uivers and sundry written 
examinatiDns Dn paper of a given size in o.rder that SDme board 
or cDmmittee may have vDlumes of scho.ol.bDY manuscript for 
public exhibition. It is no wonder that teachers grDw restive 
under so. many requirements, cDnsuming time that ShDUld be 
given to. the serious wDrk Df the SChDDI, and taxing their wearied 
energies Dut of SChDDI when they ShDUld be at rest. But great is 
the dignity Df red tape! 'It is the science Df The How not to do 
t"!, added to the already overburdened curriculum of Dur educa-
tiDnal institutions. ' 
According to the Wisconsin Text-Book Commission, that state 
virtuaUy dictates the orthography of the pftople by legislative' 
distribution of dictionaries to the public schools, and the Com-
missioners propose that this autho.rity and influence shall be 
exerted in favor of a reformed spelling. So. SDon as a practical 
system of alphabetical signs shall have been devised, it is suggested 
that a dictio.nary embodying the new principles be published and 
distributed by the state, as Webster's Unabridged is at present, 
and that all school wDrks and documents be made to. co.nfo.rm 
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thereto. Referring to this interesting subject: the Saint Paul 
Press remarks that "such a scheme could hardly have originated 
in a legislature less conscious of the difficulties of English or-
thography and less embarassed by them in practice!" It says 
that "the tendency to phonetic orthography is so general among 
the average legislators of some of the Western States that it 
would not be surprised to see a general movement in favor of 
this remarkable philologic:.ll reform." The Press also hints 
that there are members of the Minnesota legislature whose bills 
as originally drafted by themselves indicate a decided tendency 
n this direction . Speed on the spelling reform by all means. 
DEFEND THE AMERICAN SCHOOL SYSTEM. 
SPECIAL attention is invited t" the mas terly defen.e of the American Common School ystem, by Rev. A. D. Mayo, 
in another part of this issue. It is in the form of a lecture, de-
livered in the church of the Messiah, New York City, on Sunday 
evening, Nov. 10, and is copied from the Boston Chnstian Reg-
tster, of Jan. 25. As a presentation of the claims f our great 
common school system to the confidence anj support of the whole 
people, it is broad, liberal, and withal conclusive. As a defense' 
against the attacks of its enemies of whatever sect, creed, or 
stripe, it is simply unanswerable . Conceding that there are 
many 4efects in the workingof individual schools, he shows that 
they are not due to any fault in the system itself, covering, as 
it does, a vast extent of territory, and undergoing as it is, a pro-
cess of rapid development. Considering the public schools as 
an agency for bringing together all classes of children ·in the re-
public, and instructing them in. a respect for each other's rights, 
in good order, good manners, a reverence for law, and all the 
virtues essential to American citizenship, he declares, with truth, 
that they are not only the best, but the only instrumentality that 
can pretend to work to this end, and that they are thus the semi-
naries of the common moralities of public and private life. The 
importance of their teachings in the formation of correct hab-
its-punctuality, perseverance, ind!lstry, application, obedience 
to authority, and self-control-is emphasized, and it is shown 
that in their organization and workings, there is a perpetual Jes-
son in self-government and the civic virtues which are thus 
wrought into the lives of the children, preparing them for the 
higher duties of ci.tizenship under free institutions. The criti-
cisms of the churchmen. of whatever creed. are ~learl y and 
effectually answered. The obiections of the enthusiasts and 
impracticables who would turn our common schools into work-
shops of the ordinary occupations and' trades are finely turned 
in the answer that the . general elementary training which it is 
the primary office of the schools to provide is, indeed, an essen-
tial prerequisite to all other useful employments, and that special 
means for teaching the arts may, indeed must supplement the· 
system as it now exists, but cannot be substituted for it_ So 
brief is the period allotted to the general education of the great 
mass of our American children. that every day should be assid-
uously devoted to the one purpose of disciplinin~ their minds, 
forming their habits, cultivating the social and moral virtues, 
-and imparting that general intelligence which must constitute the 
foundation of all future success. To suppose that any power less 
pervasive or coercive than that of the state can compass an ob-
ject so vast, so important, so essential, is too preposterous for 
fo'r serious consideration. To say that the church should educate 
the whole people is to declare that unity j~ qQt l!ll element ill- il 
. . (.,' . 
self-governing society_ It is in fact to affirm that universal ed-
ucation is both impracticable and unnecess..ary. To leave this 
work to the family alone, as some advise, is to consign the great 
mass of the children of the republic to irremediable, hopeless 
i11iteracy, since the blind cannot lead the blind, nor ignorance 
instrt,1ct the ignorant. There is, therefore, but one of two alter-
natives. The strong hand of the state must be laid upon it. The 
means of education must be carried to every door, and supplied 
to every child, and he must be compelled, if need be, to take it. 
Otherwise the masses will be incapable of self-government. The 
few will usurp the governing power, and the doom of the repub-
lic is sealed. . 
H ow futile then are the objections and the opposition to our 
. national school system. That there are difficulties to be encoun-
tered , and defects to be remedied in its practical administration, 
its best fri ends ' freely admit. But who are more competent to 
dis_ over and deal with these obstacles than those who know the 
system, who work with and for it, who in fact have made it aU that 
it is. When its wonderful expansion over the vast area of the re-
public shall have begun to reach its limits then will our thoughts 
be turned more fully to its improvement_ That there 'is too 
much" cram" and too little development:; too milch routine and 
too littl!' inspiration; too much memorizing, and· too little men-
tal digestion and assimilation ; that there are too many studies, 
with too little character building, too many hirelings, with . too 
few educators among the teachers; too many iron-clad rules 
with too little of the milk of human kindness, and, in the boards 
of management, too many political adventurers, with too few 
high-minded, large-hearted citizens, having no friends to reward, 
no enemies to punish, are truths which no competent, candid 
observer will deny, and which al! deplore. But one of the car-
dinal virtues of the system is, that it will, in the good time com-
. ing, work out its own purification. True education means a re-
form everyw:here, and nowhere more than in the direction of its 
own agencies. It is the good physician that will in due time 
heal the maladies that affii-ct its own organs. 
What ii just now needed more than everything else, is a united 
and cordial support by all the people. Crude criticisms based 
upon superficial I)bservation, cold-blooded calculations upon ' 
the cost of the system irrespective of its vast and beneficent re · 
suits, futile suggestions of a return to the effete parochial plan, 
and annual platitudes of the Gov. Robinson stripe, as to the in-
justice and robbery of taxing the whole people for the mainte-
nance of high and normal schools, can avail nothing but to tem-
porarily weaken support, and embarrass the workers in the field_ 
There is no truth which the masses of the American people dis-
cern more clearly than that our common ' schools are the founda-
tion of a free government, and there is no resolve more deeply 
seated or firmly held than that the system in all its lengths, 
breadths, and heights must 'and shall be preurued. Woe betide 
the zealot, then, be he philosopher, politician, or priest, wbo 
I presumes to attempt seriously to obstruet' the onward march of 
I the distinctively American idea that every child whom our ' soil 
maintains shall be educated up to the level of a comprehension 
of his rights and duties. This is a government of the people, 
by the people, and for the people, and the people will take care 
that it does not perish forever from the earth. 
It is scarcely necessary to commend the general perusal and 
generous distribution of Mr. Mayo's lecture. It speaks for itself. 
We are confident that it will be cordially welcomed by every 
re~~r 9f-the WEEKLY_ 
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SPI!:C IA L CORRESPONDENCE. 
Till! SUPERlihp.ND!I'/TS' )Ur:TINC AT WAS HI NCTON. 
TH E allllUal meotlng of theschool superintendents' division of the National T eachers' Auoclation WRS held in Ihe cily of Washington, D. C., on the 
4th, 51h, a n~ 6th clny. of Ihe present month. The attendAnce was 5mall dur-
ing the lirat clay's oe ... ionl, but on Ihe morning of the second dny tbe 
number was lArgely increlued. The ItAtes repfeSCnted by superintendents, 
-Itnle, county, Rnd cily,-were Pennl ylvanla, Onio, MlUSllchusetts, Vcr· 
mont, Virginia, IlIlnol , New York, New Jersey, Georgia, Maryland, Michi· 
glln, Welt Virginill, Connecticut, ~IiJSOuri, Rhode Isla'ld, District of Colum· 
bla, and othel'll. 
The mectinll WIU called to order by the President, Hon . J. P. Wickershllm, 
of Penn~ylvan ill, at II o'clock. There wcre two lCUions held daily, mom· 
ing SelIslon from 9.30 to 12.30, and an evenin!: session at 7.30. The various 
committees were appoi nted during the first mteting, and a very able paper 
read by Consui·General H itz, of Switzerllnd, on tbe school 5ystem of that 
country. Ho explllined in detail the everal branches of education.1 work in 
his country. He I tAl(d thllt the Canton governments not only control and 
. uperintond the free schooll, but .Iao those l upported by the different relig. 
iUUI bodies and societies. Tbe pupils in botb the public and privllte schools 
are examined by the Ichool officers .ppointed by I.... The school work is 
almOit entirely under Ihe control of the Cantota and t.be central government 
hAS but litlle to do with tho edUCAtion of the chIldren . The people are afraid 
01 11 centrnll 7.cd power, And do not allow the rights of the Cantons to 
be Interfered with In Iheir Ichool affairs. In this mlUter there il a good 101' 
Mon for tho pellple of the different .tates of our ONn country. There are per· 
Hon. hero at Washinl.oton who openly .dvOClUe tb.t the general government 
. hlllltake control of the education of the children as well as many other things. 
In the evenlnlr a paper wu read on .. lndultrial Education," or IU leut this 
WAS the l ubject as announced, but it had more to aay of the writer'. visit 
to Europe the p.lll t yelU' thAn industrial education. It was prepared by Supt. 
APltllr, of New Jersey, hut was read by Mr. Barringer, the author not being 
pre. ent. He drew .ome good c;)mpUison1 between the scbool boUJOI and 
furniture in Eurupe and America, showing that in these the American 
Ichooll Qrc fnr In advance of thOle il! EW'ope. A full description of the fa. 
moul Ichool of Technology, at St. Petenburg, .. as given, and was followed 
by 11 comparison, In th.t rCllpeCl , between RlI»i. lind Enlland .nd America, 
In which the latter did not appear to advantage. It Is a little I!range tb"t 
men who g;) abrolld hecome 0 thoroughly impreluatcd with EUropean Ideas in 
MchoJI I.ff.lr. RnJ M O.'Ce co~~lude th .t the YAtcon of foreign countries 
should be bodily tran ferred to this countrY. TheY forget that we live 
under 1\ different form of Itovernmcn! and thlU, comparatively. speakillg, 
our educlllional work \, only in its infancy. They also foraet tbe wonderful 
proareas tbat hn~ been m.de In thil country in" I hort time in all our school 
affairs. 
At the conclu .lo ~ of the relldiog of tbe p per. general discus Ion ensued 
which was pllrticlpated In by • number of persota, male .nd female. In this 
d l.culiion It was Ulertcd by leveral that" shop hould be attached to every 
villalle Ilncl coun.ry " bool·bou e In tbe land, where boy. could be taught 
trades under the direction of the teachers. The chief object teemed to be, by 
mOlt of the disputants, to have every conceivable tbing attached to the puhllc 
, ch,)OI •• 
On the morn Ina of the aoc\,nd day Genl. E.ton, Commis ioner of tbe Na· 
tlonnl Bureau of Education, read. very ahle paper on the .. anti and work of 
the Dureau. The want. as let forth are Incorporated in the report of the com. 
mittee appointed to con Ider tbe Commissioner'. addrus, and examine the Bu. 
reau, which II herewith attached. The aecond .ddress .. as delivered by Hon. 
G. J. Orr, Supt. of Icbool. of Geori\a; subject,-" The Needs of Education in 
the South." Thl. WAS one of the ablot papcn to whicb 1 have ever Ii.tened. 
The Superintendent reviewed the education I work of the 'We from the 
II rst. In 1871 the present free school JSIUI was adopted by the state and 
has proarelled nobly. The only hindrance In II» prosperity has been the pov· 
erty of the people IInti the larlc number to be educated. Tbe numher of chilo 
dren tauahtln frec ohools In 18,2 was 48.000; in 1873, 83,000; in 1874, 
105,000; In 1875. 156,000; ID 1876, 180.000; ID 18n, 190,000; and tbi is ex-
olualve of cloven counties Dot heard from, wbich, .. ben footed up, will raise 
the last number 10 200,000, taugbt In 1877, of whom 73,000 were colored. M~ 
Orr a .. ted thllt he bad .1 .. ,,. taken tbe (I'OIlDd of unlvers.1 education, and 
mCllJlt to prcu It as IODI as 0;)(\ would live him po .. er. The city schools be 
IIIOrtOd oompare favorabl, willi any III \.be UDioD. Mr. Orr II apAtlcmu of 
the old school, and is a native of South CarOlina, but has lived in Georgia 
many years. He is a man of fine abilitips and is thoroughly in earnest in his 
work . If the Southern States had men of tbe character of Mr. Orr, tbeir 
schools would improve much more rapidly than they do. 
The CtnJUs of 1880 as it relates to education was ably discussed by Supt. 
Harris of St. Louis. He showed that the census of 1870 does not show truly 
the amount of illiteracy, and indeed but little relative to education that is of 
"'ny practical use. ' . 
In the evening Judge Strong, of the U. S. Supreme Court, read an able pa· 
per on .. Instruction in Go"ernmental Ideas," wltich contained much valua· 
ble matter. Tbe paper was not long, but it was full of mstruction. The 
Jlldge hlld at least the good sense to stop when he was done, whi.ch is not 
generally the case with men who are called upon to address an aud.ence .. 
Prof. Walter Smith of Massachusetts also read a paper durmg the evemng. 
Subject, " Drawing in its Relation to Industries." This was a voluminous 
production, with many repetitions and very many ab,urd ideas. He w,mld 
have every boy and girl in the schools become an artist, or at least be ta!,gh 
drltWing, whether they had a taste for such work or not. While there ~as 
much in the paper that was good, there was also much that was wholly 1m· 
practiCllble and ~bsolutely worthless. While all agree on the question o.f in· 
dustrial education, yet speCialists in this as in everything else are very hkely 
to exaggerate the importance of their sul}jects or are unwise in presenting their 
specialt.es. . 
Tbe convention met on Thursdny morning, and afier some general busmess 
Mr. Philbrick, of Boston, delivered a very able address on the educational de· 
partment at the Paris Exposition. He des:ribed brt~Ry the work a.nd gav~ a 
general idea of the exblbit. He said too mu: h cred.t cannot be g. ven to the 
exhibit of the schools of Washington. It was the only collective exh.b.t and 
WIJI placed in position as the central;figure. The educational org~nizatio~ ~f 
America was considered a model one. France has already determllled to Iml· 
tate It. Tbey were overwhelmed with requests to donate the exhibit, and were 
even off erred a high price if they would sell it. It took 121 awards -28 gold 
medals, 44 silver medals, 23 bronze medals, 25 premium" 6 decoration ; , 2 
gold palms and three silver palms, wbich made 28 more than were received 
by any other country except France, and was one· sixth of the awards receiv· 
cd \>y the entire American exhibit. . 
The address was unusually interesting and pleasmg, and, though short, 
gaye his hearers quite a good idea of the appearance and importance of the 
educational exhibit. 
The committee to wh.om was re(erred the address at Genl. Eaton, made 
the following report. [This report will appear n xt week. -EDs.] 
The convention then adjourned sine die and in a body proceeded to the Ex· 
ecutive Mansion where the members were received by President and Mrs. 
Hayes, in tbe gr~at East Room. After spending alll ~our or more at the White 
House, they visited tbe Corchoran Art Gallery and other places of interest. 




BROTHER CAMPBELL CALLS A TTENTION TO SOME LIVING 
QUESTIONS. 
To I"e Editors 0/ I"e Week~v: 
I am gratified at the success of the WEEKLY, especially at the sober, sensi- . 
ble, safe, and ulutary teaching it u~ually gives us, and the vigorous style of 
its tellching. Long may it continue a molding power in the nation! And 
may it be an ever· increasing power in tbe West. 
Chicago is the center of our social ·and educational naTionality. Bos ton 
is provincial, and its lIIng~age a dialttl. And so it is with Char:eston, 
Mobile, New Qrleans, and San Francisc~ .. But in the central N .)rl h , 
(once the Northwe;t,) ail languages and all nations are fused or fa,t fusing 
into one. And hence here appear; our true national characte r and the purest 
form of our national language.- • 
On .. The Tc:aching of German" you are right. National unification is the 
/ortmosiaillJ of every government. Th~ want of it is Austri~'s w~akness 
and ber greatest danger. And it is still a weakening ele'tlent on the great 
and growing empire of Germany, as it is also with us. . 
No logic can defend the public teaching at public expense of a foreIgn 
language. Continlle, my Brother, t.o teacb and to claim that German shall 
\'1UIk witb Latin, Freqch: and, Ilel!rew iq o~r s~h\>ols, and be taught on th e 
_0 footlD,. 
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It is certainly offensive alike to rhetoric, to English purity, and to good 
taste, to separate the two parts of our compound infinitive by any modifying 
word. You will not find an example of it in Addison, Milton, or Johnson ; 
and not one, I judge, in any great writer since. Just as well, may you so 
separate the parts of to-day or to-morrow. Like these the infinitive ought al-
ways to be hypheni.ed. If you, with a proud and just claim to 'personal lib-
~rty, choose so to practice, I pray you, sir, in the publiC interest, not so to 
Itach , 
You gave U5 not long ago, an article by U Secreta.ry," on Economy, with 
. the two good arguments of time.saving to the receiver, and of paper-saving 
to the writer of a letter, but ignoring and omitting the money-argument. I 
suppose that the U. S. mails now carry every yelf .at least 200 tons of blank 
paper. Drop this huge mass of surplusage, and Uncle Sam can reduce his 
tariff and save money, to every letter-writer of the nation. I have no ambi-
tion for authorship or any kind of notoriety. And yet I would lik~ to recom-
mend to aUyouu'g teachers some plai n and silJlple Idter-form. Please give 
us one, either original or s~lected. And if you first ask for contributions in 
this hne, I'll compete for the prize. AU beginners need a model and a guide. 
M. M. CAMPBELL. 
JANUARY 25, 1879· 
We gladly invite respomes to Brother Campbell's suggestion :as to ; .letter-
forms, and will be pleased to receive and publish the same with their accom-
panying explanations.-EDs. 
THE. NEXT MEETING OF THE AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF . 
INSTRUCTION. 
To th~ Editor. ofth~ Wukly .-
Permit me, throul:h the columns of your journal, to call the attention of 
Western teachers to the meeting of the American Institute of Instruction for 
1879. 
, At the meeting last year at the White Mountains, there were about three 
thousand teachers and educators, the largest number ever assembled in this 
country for educational purposes. . So complete and perfect were all the ar-
rangements, th~t 'in spite of the large number, the meeting was a grand suc-
cess. 
The D irectors have decided to hold the ltext meeting of the Institute in 
the White Mountains, provided favorable arrangements can be made with th~ 
railroads and hotels. . 
It may seem strange to many of tho, e who were at the I"t meeting, that the 
Mountains should be selected as the place of meeting in 1879. If anyone is 
to be blamed for the decision of the Dirr cto";' it would seem to be the teach-
ers themselves. When they returned home and told what they had seen and 
heard, a;'d gave glowing accounts of the l:ood time they had had, there were 
large numbers who began to regret 'that they had not attended the meeting. 
No one of the Directors, I think, as a personal matter, preferred the Moun-
tains; but their decision was made in conformity to the wi.hes of a large 
number of teachers. 
It is understood that the hotels and railroads will make even more favorable 
arrangements than last year, so that the place seems practically determined upon. 
The headquarters will be as last year at Fabyan'S, and the four great houses, 
the Crawford, Twin Mountain, Profile, Fabyan, together with several smaller 
houses, will be given up for a week to the members of the Institute. 
The programme is not yet perfected, but will include some of. the best tal-
ent to be found among the teachers of the country. 
, Excursion tickets will be sold at low rates in most of the large towns in the 
West, including not only the White Mountains, but many other points of in-
terest. Let Western teachers come to. the meeting of the Institute in July, 
and they will henceforth teach their pupils, not that New Hampshire is 
sometimes called, but that it is the Switzerland of AmeriCa. 
. , EDWARD R. RUGGLES. 
CHANDLER SCIENTIFIC DEPARTMENT, DA~TMOtrrH COI.LBGK. 
WHO VISIT THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS IN MISSOURI? 
70 th~ Editor. of tlu Wuklv .-
I thought the WEEKLY claimed to be accur~te in its statements, yet in No. 
99 I find the following : " The public schools of Missouri are visited only 
by the men who haul wood and go in to warm their feet." Now, I wish to 
assert, without fear of successful contradiction, that the above quotatlon. is ut-
terly devoid of truth, and is a libel on our good people. I speak from ex-
perience, for my school was visited last week by no less than, eight persons, 
besides the wood-haulers. First, by a gentleman who called in to make some 
inquiries about a runaway t~am ; Second, by an iri~hman, who stoppe \ to 
light his pipe ; Third, by a kid-gloved young man, who came in to invite the 
girls to a party that night-of course he ~as welcome ; Fourth, by a stranger 
who wished to be shown the road to Des Moines, Iowa; Fifth, by an agent 
who wanted to seU a patent, self-regulating stove cleaner; Sixth, by an old 
woman, to inform the teacher that her boy was not learning as fast as might 
be expected from one so bright-said boy attends school one day out of a 
week, and hunts rabbits the other four; Seventh, by a book agent; Eighth,-I 
locked the door 011 him . Your> truly, BIG FEET. 
BLUE EAGLE, CLAY CO., MISSOURI, Ja.!' . 25, 1879 . 
COMPULSORY SCHOOL LAWS. 
70 Iht Editor. of th~ Weekly : 
To your Ii;t of ,state, with compuhory l ~w; , published Feb. 6; must be 
added Connecticut, Kansas, Maine, O aio, Vermont, and Wisconsin, making 
13 in all; while of the territories, Arizona and Washington have 'aliO such 
laws. 
That of Connecticut is administered with great efficiency through the em-
ployment of an agent to look after the truant children and thOse employed in 
factory or other work when they should be at school . That 'of OhIO was 
during its pa.,age, stripped of its chief ~lement of efficiency, and can have' 
little force until amended . A. S '. 
We think our correspondent is in error as regards WisconSin, 
though he is in a position to speak with authority on the subject, 
A bill is now before the Wisconsin legislature providing for com-
pulsory school attendance at leas.t twelve weeks in the year.-
EDS.] 
Practical Department. 
MORAL TRAINING IN SCHOOL. 
MARY ALLEN WEST. 
ALL admit its necessity; few seem to have very definite ' ideas how it shall be accomplished. Much' is done indirectly ; 
much unconsciously ; the life of the teacher is continually teach-
ing, and this unconscious tuition is of prime importance. 
But there are sins so wide-spread, so seductive, and ·so decei>-
!,ive, that we need-to conduct a systematic, continuous campaign 
against them. Such an evil is intemperance. It is pec'lliarly ap-
propriate that the schools should be enlisted in this camp,aign, 
because science forges the most effective weapons against intem~ 
perance. In this conflict the laboratory of the chemist, the dis-
secting room of, the anatomist, are our af.IIlories. 
There is a further fitness in the schools of Illinois, Iowa', and other 
Western states taking hold of this matter, ' because' theii' 'school 
laws provide for instruction in the laws of health: We need no 
'better warrant for teaching temperance in our public schools, for 
nothing is more antllgonis~ip to h.ealth than .intemperance. 
How shall the work be done? The first-point is that we must 
base this training upon physiological kno.wledg~. Make' the 
children acquainted with their own' bodies, and th~ -functio~s of 
the different organs; show how intemperance in eating or drink-
ing disorders the-action of th~ stomach and in'testines, and' cre:.. 
ates diseaseof their delica~e membranes; shmy Ilow diseased ac-
tion here, in the laboratory or-the body, affects the working of 
every,prgan, the life of every fibre in the .;vhole< body~ . Then 
acquaint them with· the nature of alcohol, its effect upon organic 
tissue, especially brain tissue, .and through the brain, 'trace the 
subtle c?nne~tion' of mind wit~ matter, showing its ·efre.ct 'up on 
the phYSical, mtellectual, nt.oral, and spirituall-ife pf m~. ' 
" But," object some teachers, "we are not ~1;>le to-do this 
work; we do not know enough of. physi010g}:, 9f chemistry, of 
psycholo~,.to do ·it successfully." . Then prepare y(:mrselivea; 
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for you are not filted for teaching in any department till you are 
familiar with the laws controlling the healthy growth of the 
bodies and sou ls entrusted to your care. From any text-book 
on chemistry you can learn the composition, properties, and re-
actions of alcohol; from any good physiology you can learn its 
effects upon the human system. Then, there are specific works, 
from which you can learn how best to impart the knowledge thus 
obtained to children. For primary teachers n~thing can be 
better for this purpose than Miss Coleman's juvenile T~mp~ranu 
Ma1l1tal, which you can procure for thirty-five cents. For those 
teaching older pupils, we know of nothing better than Dr. Rich-
ardson's T~mp~ranu Lusoll Book, which costs seventy-five cents. 
With these and other available helps, an interesting course of 
oral instruction on the subject of temperance can be devised, 
running through the child's school life. 
Tn the high school, let the scholars' attention be directed to 
the economic side of this question; its connection with social 
science Let the boys gatherstatistics from the COUI ts of justice, 
from the jail and the poor·house of their county, and find out 
how large a proportion of the burdens of taxation are directly 
traceable to strong drink; then let them go to the R. R. freight 
office, find out how much liquor comes into their town, and add 
its value to the sum total. Meanwhile, let the girls be gathering 
the educational stati~tics i then set the expense of the schools 
over against the expense of the saloons, and see upon which side 
is the balance. 
Don't theorize, nor "gush," nor" gas" about this matter, but 
give your scholars the facts in the case; give them such training, 
from the primary school up, that they shall be thoroughly rooted 
and grounded in temperance principles, and my word for it, in 
thirty years from now we shall hear less complaint of hard times, 
because then there will not be two dollars spent for drink for 
everyone spent for bread. 
The amount and kind of punishment inflicted at school is one 
of the best tests of a teacher's capacity and fitness for the station 
he occupies. No subject connected with school management ~ 
more delicate, none more important, and none requires more 
judgment, discretion, or wisdom. Ali a general rule, the best 
teachers are those who punish the least, and the wisest, those who 
make the best choice when punishment m1lJt be inflicted. What-
ever savors of ill-tempe.r or brutality, whatever tends to the in-
jury of the body, mind, or sensibilities of the child, is to be un-
sparingly condemned. 
TO MAKE READING EASY. 
Tco 1"1 E4(lco"l co/'''t WilIly ,' 
I will i\ve, In answer to M. E'. requat, "How to que-tion a pupil into 
understandln, what he II rudin,," the method I have been IIIOIt .ucceuful 
in Ulln,. The questionin, illlI1I&lly done belon the paragraph is read by 
the pupil. Thil giva a clearer knowledge of What he II reading. 
Take theae sentences: II The (act ii, he had been at work on his old 
. kates. They needed new . traps, and one of the bockla W&I bent, and one 
of the runnon wu 10010." 
TtIUItw.--J' Who had been at work 1" 
"";11.-" Jama Steel .. " 
1'.--J' What word II UIed illltead of ' Jama Steele l' " 
P.--J" He' It UIed IlIItead oC the name of the boy." 
T.- " What had James been doiDc 1" 
P.-" Jama had been at work on hiI old 1kateI." 
T.-" WhOle .kates were they 1" 
P.-" They were Jama' Ikates." 
T.-" What did they a.d 1" 
P .-" They needed new straps." 
T._H What had happened to one of the · buckles ?" 
P.- " One of the buckles was bent." 
T.~" What is it to be bent?" 
P.-" To be bent is to be twisted or turned out of shape." 
The above is a part of to.day's lesson, with questions and answers, as nearly 
as I remember, for the third year pupils. We use App!tlon's Thi"d R(Qd~r 
in that grade. M . E. J. 
THE TRIANGULAR GLOBE PROBLEM. 
(Republished trom No. 97.) 
Four globes each of the same size are placed in a box three feet long and 
two feet high. Two of the spheres rest against, and exactly reach acr!>ss, onc 
end of the box. The third rests against the middle of ' the opposite end 01 
the box. The fourth, when resting on the other three, j "st reaches the top nf 
the pox. 
Required the diameter of the globe •. 
D. H. DAVIDSON. 
MINONK, ILL., Dec. 20. 
To ,I" Edilors of II" WUkly,' 
In relation to the problem given on page 348, No. 97, let a line be drawn 
joining the centers of the two end spheres which lie ~ide by side, and let a 
second line be drawn from the center of the upper sphere to the middle point 
of such first line. Cali this second line I. Lines joining the center of the 
upper sphere with the center of these two end ones will form with the first 
line mentioned an equilateral triangle, of which an angle is 60 degrees. Call 
the radius of anyone of the sphere, x. The length of the line 'is 2xsin 
60°. Then we have a triangle, of which the sides are the line from the cen· 
ter of the single end sphere to that of the upper sphere equal to 2X, the line' 
equal to 2xsin600, and the base line from the center of the single end sphere 
to the middle point of the line first mentioned the length of which base line 
is 3-2.%. If we draw a perpendicular from the center of the upper sphere 
to this base line, dividing it into two segments, the greater of which, being 
under tbe side 2.%, we may call s, we have the proportion: 
3-2.% : 2X+': : 2x -l: 4-""-f> 
• 3-2X 
the difference of the segements. So the segement s is 
3-2X' 4%"-1" 




This is equal to the square root of the difference between the square of the 
hypothenuse 2.% and the square of the altitude of the triangle, which altitude 
is 2-2X. 
So we have the equation: 
"(4-'""-(2-2;')")= (3-2.%)"+4>-"-f> 
6-4-" 
,is 2x.in 60° ; f> is 4X">in" 60°. 




So the equation takes the form, 
v(8x-4)= 5.%"-12X1-9 
6-4-" 
Squaring both members, and multiplying the first by the denominator of the 
second, to clear of fractions, and reducing, we arrive at this equation : 
25z4-243xl-t68Zx"-696x= -225. 
From this equation being of a higher than the first degree we may infer that 
it has more than one root, and that sets of globes lDay differ as to diameter, 
and still answer the conditions of the problem. If with a view of making 
an approximation to one of the roots, we take x as equal to 64 hundredths, 
and substitute this value for it in the equation, 
. 8x~4= (5x"-12X+9)" 
6-4% 
we have for the first member 1.12, and for the second, 11·34. So 64 hundredth; 
11.83 
II a little larger than the root we are in search of. If we assume 62 hun-
dredths as the root and make such substitution, we find for the first member 
.96. and for the SCC!>nd member .978+. So it appears that 62 hundredths is 
a little too amall, bat still is DOt far &om the real root. In fact if we substitute 
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.62.for x in the foregoing equation of the fourth degree, we find for the sec· 
ond member, -224.77. By exercising a little patience we could make closer 
approximation; but this is close enough for the present purpose. A set of 
globes having a diameter, exceeding by a very ' small fraction one foot and 
twenty-four hundredths would answer the conditions of the problem. 
C. C. 
NORTHUMBERLAND, Pa. Jan 25, 1879· 
THE SEVENTEEN CONSTRUCTIO;NS OF THE INFI'IITIVE. 
To tlu Editors 0/ tke Weekly.-
I will attempt to give sentences to illustrate the se venteen constructions of 
the infinitive for" A. A. C." I hardly know what he wants; but if I should 
chance to be wrong I hope he will help me out, in spite of wbt " Big Feet" 
may say : 
THREE USES AS AN AD-VERR. 
I. I bought the book to read . 
2. He is too lazy to work. 
3'. Mary went to slup. 
FOUR CONSTRUCTIONS IN THE NOMINATIVE. 
I. To err is human. 
2. To cheat is to steal. 
. 3. For you to retaliate is wrong. 
4.- A desire to play is natural. 
SIX CONSTRUCTIONS IN THE OBJECTIVE CASE. 
1. I love to read. 
2. I wish him to stay. 
3. I want him to try to learn. 
4. I bought a book for.J oho to read. 
5. He is about to retire. 
6. To learn /0 walk is natural. 
TWO IN THE ABSOLUTE. 
I. To confess the truth, I was there. 
2. . To rule being. denied me, I r~turned. 
TWO AS AN ADJECTIVE. 
I . A desire /0 play is natural .. 
2. A desire to seem to appear well is natural. 
CHENOA, ILL., Jan. 28, 1879-
A SUGGESTIVE QUESTION. 
Ha, the teacher a right to require neat w,rk from her pupils ? If so has 
not the pupil a right to expect the 'ame from the teacher? Some teache;; are 
very careful to get neat p"per" clean board-work, and nice slate-work from 
the.ir ~upils, and yet they will make the ugliest possible marks on the papers, 
wnte tn the most careless way on the black-board, and make loud scribbling 
scratches on the unfortunate pupil's slate, and think themselves ':smart" for 
doing it. J. F. L. 
EXAMINATION QUESTIONS. 
We give below some of the questions as used by the different Boards of 
Examiners at the last examination in California: 
SPELLING, SO WORDS, 2 CREDITS EACH : 
Gratitude, selecting, citadel, absence, humanity, tendency, peculiar, key-
stone, vocabulary, continued, collapse, perversity, hypocrisy, duplicity, em-
ployment, incorporated, ornament, difference, cultivation, inhabitants, Euro-
pean, equivalent, appointment, ugliness, vigorously, 'premeditated, absolution, 
chevalier, blasphemous, diffuse, weapons, venomous., conceits, Celtic, plaguy ; 
obsequious, rehabitate, massacre, diaphragm, telephone, jeopardy, adjunct, 
burglarious, believed, as,erting, current, obligatory, derogate, forces, liability . 
GRAMMAR,-IOO CREDITS. 
I. For what are compound personal pronouns used ?-S credits. 
2. What nouns takes es to form the plural ?-5 credits. 
3. Conjugate the verb rule, negatively, tn the indicative mood, p~rfect 
tense, passive voice.-Io credits. . 
. 4. Point <rut all the errors in the following sentences: He has not studied 
.ike we did. Since you were here, I went to walk every day. He don' t minli 
me; but I will be sorry to punish him. Roses smell sweetly.-Io credits. 
S. When must that be used instead of who or which ?-Io·credits . 
6. What does the present indicative denote a, re ~ard~ time 7-10 credIts. 
7. "Methinks you ought to beware of such false friends." Parse methinks, 
ought, and beware.-Io credits. 
8. What is meant by one word governing a~other i-Io credits. 
9. In order to conjugate a verb whatJparts mq.st be known?-s cre<J,its. 
[0. What kind of a noun is"committee? Jane ?-S credits . .J ...... 
I I. Write n sentence having for its predicate the passive potential, present, 
third, plural form of the verb see.-20 credits. 
ARITHMETlC,-IOO CREDITS, .0; CREDITS EACH. 
l. Explain in full the reason why 2-3 of 4'5 equal 8-15. 
2. What sum, .put at simple interest at 7 J4 per cent per annum, WIll amount 
in 3Y, 4m, to 2,500 dollars ? 
3· Find the greatest common divisor of 195.285, and 315, and give the 
reasoning. 
4. From sixteen ten thousandths take 27 millionths. and multiply the 
difference by 20.5. 
S. A commission merchant sold 500 pieces of cloth for $30 a piece, and 
paid the owner $14,700; what was the rate of his commission? 
6. How much will it cost to carpet a parlor 18 feet square wilh carpeting 
~ of a yard wide, at $1. So per yard? 
7. What is the difference between the market value and the par value of 
capItal? Between a dividend and an assessment? 
8. Two men start from the same point, and olte travels 52 miles north , 
and the other 39 west. how far apart? _ . 
9. If eight men cut 84 cords of wood in 12 days, working 7 hours a day, 
how many men will cut ISO cords In 10 days, working 5 hours a day? . 
10. Find the cube root of 42,875. 
GEOGRAPHY,-50 CREDITS . 
. I . What is the meaning of Meridian, Pianet, Longilude, Republic, River 
basin, :Qegree, Cardinal points ?-IO credits. 
2. Name and locate the chief sea-poits of MeXICO, and tell what are the 
chief exports of Japan. -5 credits. . '
3. Name the principal causes that determine the climate of a country, 
and explain the eff.ct of each. -10 credits . 
4. What and where are Cobi, N'yanza, Bombay, Baikal, Aconcagua, Yo-
kohama, Yukon, Roumania, the Golden Hom ?-IO credits. 
5. In which zone do land animals attatn the greatest size? In what do 
the sea anirg,als ?-S credits. 
6. Describe the soil and climate of California ?--IO credits. 
THEORY AND PRACTICE OF TEACHING,-SOCREDITS. 
I. " Strength of will, decision of purpose, independence of action ; nd 
thought-:-these form the levers that move the world." Professor Woods. 
Show how the Teacher is re'(Jonsible for the development of these quali-
~L . 
2. What do you mean by a school organized ;-(a) As to Classification; 
(b) Discipline? 
3. What should be the teacher's habits, 1st, as to he,alth; 2d, as to study; 
3d, as to morals? 
4. What constitutes a good question? A good answer? 
S. How far would you follow the text-book, and under what circumstan. 
ces would you dispense with it altogether? 
(Give five credits for each of the above.) 
WORD ANALYSIS,-SO CREDITS. 
I. Give five suffixes that ferm nouns. 
I. Give five suffixes that form adjectives. 
2. Write out a ·class exercise, using the prefixes and suffixes commonly 
used with the word" judge." . 
3. From what is king, husband, wife, derived, and what is the meaning 
of their roots? 
4. Give five wvrds with definitions from each of the following roots: lex, 
8uo. cedo, facio, pono. .., . 
S. Define CIsalpine Sevantino. Caucassian, Uellenic, Hibernian, viva 
voce, ne plus ultra, prima facie, m3iDa charta, lusus naturae. 
MENTAL ARITHM~IC.-50 CREDITS. 
I. The sum of 3'-4 and 1-5 is how many times the difference of 1-2 ancf _ 
~ro? . 
2. A father is 46 years old, and his son is 16. In how many years will 
the father's age be twice the son's? 
3· Divide the number 18 into two such parts that the rJ!!.io of the parts 
shall be the same as 2 is t8 4 . . 
4· If 2 men can build a .wall in 4 days, how long will it take 5 men to 
huild it? . . . 
5· What is the interest of $60, for 4 months at 3 per cent? ' 
6. A book was sold for 8 dollars, by which 20 per cent was lost; what 
did the book cost? -
7· A can do a piece of work in 3 days, and B can do it . in 5 days; in 
what time can they together ,do it? _ 
8. What are the lowest terms of 96-100? 
9. A horse tllat cost$ISO, was sold for $12'5; what per cent was lost? 
10.. Reduce to a common denominator 3-5, 4 '3, and 3 2. 
HISTORY OF.THE UNITED STATES,-50 CREDITS. 
: I. What grants of land were made by King James in 1606? What were 
the limits of the two .regions, and to.whom were they granted ?-IO creftits . 
2. Who was Damel Boone, and 10 what state did he settle? Who was 
Oglethorpe? A,!-ron Burr ?-IO c;redits. 
3· Nan:le important battles, and characters who figured in the Mexican 
war. 10 credits. 
4 · On what mission were Silas .Deane, Benj. Franklin, and Lee sent and 
. what was the result ?-IO credits. "'"'"'-- . ' 
~~ive the history.of the settlement of N~Y:r~ City in brief. -10 
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THE STATES. 
OHlO.- The outlook for any Rood rcsulu from t.be movement in favor of 
county l upervlsol'll of schools I. dark . Tbe Legislature leems to have on its 
handl more weIghty matten; at leut, other mea.ures appear to be more im· 
portllnt 10 tbe Solonl of Ohio. The friends of education will be gratified if 
our system of Ichools Is not lerlously crippled by attempts to reduce expenses, 
to diminisb the powen of boards of education. and to \lmit the curriculum 
of Itudy to the merest elemenu of knowledge. Tbe friends of c;ounl7 luper. 
vilion have Ilgnlllly failed. And the cause of the failure is the $&:II\e old 
ItOry. The Ichool men of the Itate bave dlscuued the subject, and written 
upon It, till they have convinced the average memben of the LeJil lature 
that they mUI! have Il moneyed interest In tbe p:wage of a bill for supe.rvi · 
l ion. Plltrlck H enry'. famous lpeech has not been declaimed by the school. 
boyl within the lut tweuty yean, oftener than lbe lChoolmasten have lpoken 
the lpeech on county IUpcrvllion. The last utterance on the subjeet is a 
pamphlet whOle only merit I~ iu leni\h and polysyllabic manner. Iu author 
II 11 book alent, and Illthough it will be dlstribnted from hil coat·tail pocket, 
It will nol be read. CommlJllolICr Burns and many othen, however, have 
had the real good of the schools at beart, and haye dODe a grand work. 
There wu never a time In wblch better work was don~ in tbe graded schools 
of Ohio than now. SuperintendenU, princlpah, and teachen all feel tbat 
tbey can best maintain themsehes by being able to Ihow good resulu. 
Allother promotion! It Is alway. 10 with the best men (lome one says). 
Thll time it is Allton EIliI, the well.known superintendent of the Hamillon 
public Ichools. Marcb I, he becomes agent for the introduction of Harper 
/Ie Bro'i. Ichool books In Ohio. Next! He Is lucceeded by L. D. Drown, 
0(. Ellton, O. Mr. BrowlI i. a man of lOUd worth, and will fill the position 
with credit to himself anetto the advantage of tbe people of Hamilton. 
CALIPOlNIA.- The February nnmber of the Parifie Sell"", a"d Home 
You,."al makcI tbe following lenlible IUUestioDJ, in vi.wof the present dis. 
turbance in that Itatc relpectlng examinations of teachen: .. Fint, abolish 
all city and county board. of examinen. Second, organize a atate Board of 
Examination, to hold at leut tbree ~sioDJ annually, in different parts of the 
Itate. These enminationl Ihould be both oral and wriuen; and no act of 
questions Ihould ever be used twice. Third, Ibe Nonna! Scboollbould be reo 
oreanized hy the abolition of iu Prepanltory Department, and additional nor. 
mal and trailline Ichoob should be establisbed throuehout the atate. A grad. 
uate of a normal Ichool lhonld be required to paM an examination before tbe 
State Board, before obtainlne a certificate, hut the nonna! scbool training ' 
Ihould be credited him in hil examlnahon. Experience in leacbine, or grad. 
uatlon from Il 1I0rmlli school or univenity, Ihould be worth at least oDe.tenth 
the total number of crediU to the applicant for a c:ert\ficate ... 
appearing so .. thin." It certainly has no depth, and cannot be said to 
establish a single point against Mr. Tousley.-Editor Weeklv. 
INDIANA.-An injustice 'was done in the puhlication of an item in !his de· 
partment two weeks ago, rpspecting a difficulty hetween a teacher of the WID· 
chester public school and some of his pupils. The item found its way into 
the Indianapolis Zournal~ and from that was quoted by us; we now learn 
that the statement was untrue, except that the teacher named did resign. A 
communication signed by the President, Secretary" and Treasurer of the 
Boo.rd says that the school, under the management of Prof. E: H. Butler are 
giving eminent satisfaction both to the Board and the community. 
MICHIGAN.-A correspondent of the Lansing Repu6liean writes. from St. 
Loui.5, Mich. : .. Gratiot county sent 23 delegates to the State Teachers' ·As· 
sociation at Lansing, and claimed to be the banner county .. At the county 
IOttitute, wbich closed Feb. I, there were 101 teachers present, some coming 
24 miles in their own conveyances; 15 of the 16 towns in the county were 
represented. Can any county beat that ? 
Prof. Bellows, teacher of mathematics in the State Normal School, has a 
new geometry nearly ready for publication. 
A resolution of the University Regents, prohibiting the withdrawal of pro. 
fessors from the institution for more than three successive days during term 
time, causes some embarrassment to several of the faculty, who have found it 
quite necessary to be absent a week or more ata time, especially Judges Cooley 
and C':ampbell, of the Law Department, who are judges of the Supreme 
Court. 
Prof. Geo. S. Morris will resign his chair at the University to accept a situ-
ation at Baltimore, Md. 
The friends of Prof. P. B. Rose, at Ann Arbor, had a jubilee Feb. 6, the 
occasion of the reappointment of Dr. Rose as assistant professor of physiolog 
ical chemistry in the University, at a salary of $1,600. One hundred 2uns 
were fired at eleven o'clock P> M., the hour when the action of the Regents 
was announced, and speeches were made by various members of the legisla. 
tive committee, by Regents Maltz, Rynd, Duffield, andClimie, also by R. A. 
Beal, at wbose bouse a reception was given, and one or two otbers. Bea l 
now turns bis attenlion again to the sale of Dr. Chase's Receipt Book, satished 
with the compl~te victory he bas. won, after three years of incessant con· 
filet, and an expenditure of about '25,000. 
Prof. Watson tendered his resignation at tbe last meetin~ of the University 
Regents, and also a bill of '534 for money advanced by him to build an ' ad. 
dltion to the ObserVat~ in 1869. 
NEW ENGLAND.-Through the hberality of a 'few friends of Smith College 
at Northampton, Mass., and an appropriation by the trustees, the college har 
secured a number of painting. by represenlative American artists, which will 
form tbe n~cleus of an exceedingly valuable collection of American art work , It 
is tbe opinion of connoisseurs Ihat the ten pictures, now bung in the art gallery, 
form such a collection as cannot be seen elsewhere. outside of New York or 
Boston. 
The Normal School at Westfield, Mass., opened Feb. 7. and 11 girls and 2 
young men were admitted to the entering class. 
C. W. Stevens of the seniol' class in the Thayer engineering school at 
Dartmouth College sails next month for the Argentine Republic, South 
America, where he has received an appointment as assistant in the Argentine 
national CJbservatory at Cordoba, which is the only one of importance in the 
&Outhem hemisphere. ' 
KANSAS.-A Kansas paper reports that what is supposed by some to be a 
volcano has been discovered twelve miles north of Cawker City. Smoke and 
hot air iuue from the ground, which is so warm that the slloW has been melted 
from the bluff. 
NEW YORK.-School statistics just announced show that in the state 01 
New York there are about 6,000 canal boats, and in addition to the adults 
who float in them in summer and live on board all the year round, there are 
from 6,000. to 10,000 children who attend no school except fo~ a portion of 
the time in the winter season. England has 100,000 people living in this 
way on canal boats, and in an unhealthful condition. 
MINN tlSOTA.-The Leail lative Committee visited the Univerity two weeks ago 
and expreued themseh,es as well pleased with the condition iD which they 
found tho institution. In the counc of public remarks before the lludentS, 
nearly every one of the commiuec e:xprCllCd bhnscl( favorably disposed to. 
ward a liberal appropriation of money for tbe Univenlty by the legulature. ILLINOIS.--,Amooy High School has not had a tardiness since Sep. 30 , 
T. B. Walker writes a lone letter to the PitnlUt'.,Prm defending his 1878. 
polltlon as aealnlt that beld by Supt. Tousley, and endeavorine to weaken I There is to be a French soir~e at Evanston this week, all con'iersation to 
Mr. Toui ley'l araumentJ In behalf of the public scbools. Tbe newspaper be corried on in French . If any native Frenchman happens to be present, 
bcadiD, calla It a "broadalde,"-probahI, ita pat breadth accoantI for ill ~ he ·baa our beart-folt II)'IDpathy in advance, 
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IOWA-The district schools near Independence taught hy Laura Merril 
and Laura Redfield seem to be in a flourishing condition. Absence and tar· 
diness are almost unknown quantities. 
Prin. J . C. Tohnson, of the Mount Vernon public schools, reports as follows: 
Number enrolled, I H; average daily attendance, 144; percentage of atten· 
dance, 89; number of tardinesses, 49· 
Prof. Calvm of the University contributes some articles on Biology to the 
Educational department of the Indtpmdtnce B"lldin. 
We learn froin the M01Ztice/lo Express that the prinCIpal of Strawberry 
Rill schools has been discharged for incompetency and that he has appealed 
to the county superintendent. 
Prin. W. M. Colby, of Avoca, has been doubly vindicated, in the decision 
of county Supt. Childs against the appeal which was taken to him from the 
decision of the board of education. The Avoca Ddta speaks very warmly 
in his defense, and in praise of the school of which he is principal: 
low" has 1;200 deaf mutes. 
Boone's new high school building is said to be a model building in every 
r.,,;pect. It is two stories high, has four school· rooms, library, wardrobes, dc., 
and is heated by steam. 
Clinton has a girls' school of industry. One hundred and six pupils have 
been enrolled. 




RON. JAMES P. SLADE, SUPT. PuBLIC INSTRUCTION. 
Judging from the number of letters I have received upon the subject, there 
seems to be a wide-spread opinion to the effect that a teacher may not keep 
a pupil in at recess or the noon intermission, or detain him after school as a 
punishment or to make up lessons. The principal reasons given for this 
opinion are, that there is nothing in the law that authorizes a teacher to detain 
a pupil after the time of closing school; and that every child attending school 
has a right to claim his recess, and that to deprive him of it is inhuman. 
It is true there is nothin!: in the school law that says, in so many words, 
that a teacher may keep a pupil in at reces;, or noon, or detain him after school 
as a punishment or to make up lessons. So, too, the school law is . ilent 
upon the matter of punishment of every kind, except that it says that the di· 
rectors may suspend or expel a pupil for incorrigibly bad conduct. But this 
phrase, " incorrigibly bad .conduct," implies that beforetllspension and expul· 
sion are resorted to, an attempt shall b. made to correct the pupil's conduct. 
Row else can the directors say that the pupil's conduct is incorrigibly bad? 
And if the school law were wholly silent up )n the matter of school govern· 
ment, the common law, and many decision; of the supreme courts of our own 
and other states, would give the school directors and teachers all the authori-
ty they need, in maintaining good order and obedience in the public schools. 
It has been uniformly held that the teacher stands to the pupil in loco parmtis, 
and must therefore use all reasonable means to promote the objects of the law 
in establishing the public schools; just as "parents and guardians," to use the 
words of our supreme court, " are under the responsibility of preparing chil-
dren entrusted to their care and nurture, for the discharge of their duties in 
after life." 
But the school law is nol wholly silent upon this important matter. Section 
48 of the law contains this: "They (the board of directors) shall make all 
necessary rules and regulations for the management and gover~ment of the 
schools." Of this provision of the law the supreme court says (Ill. Rep., 87, 
303) that here is the power to prescribe .necessary rules and regulation; for 
the government of the school; that the rules should act impartially and 
reasonably, and should not be injurious to the pupils, and that to render rules 
reasonable, it is essential that they aid in the accomplishment of the objects 
f0r which the public schools are established. The court also says: "It is 
unquestionably rea~onable that there shall b~ prompt atlendance, diligence in 
study, and proper deport~ent . All regulations or rules to these ends are for 
the benefit of all, and presumptively promotive in the interests of all." 
There is then ample pflwer for the government of the schools lodged in the 
board of directors. This power they not only may, but must use; and the 
teachers whom they employ, bemg the executive officers, so to speak, of the 
directors, have all this power, subject only to the rules which the directors may 
prescribe. So far the law goes; now for its application to the point in ques, 
lion. Ii the rule iO often made by directors allowing the teacherto keep pu· 
pils in at recess, OIAloon, or detain them after school to make up lessons, or 
as a punishment, reasonable in that it tends in some degree to the accomnlish· 
ment of the objects for which the public schools are established? Or is th~ rule 
so injurious to the pupils that it should not be adopted and enforced? My 
opinion is that no more harmless, feasible, or efficient, and, therefore, no 
more reasonable way can be devised to meet many cases of negligence and 
disobedience on the part of pupils. And I am sure that teachers and school 
officers of experience, everywhere, will , almost without exception, agree with 
me in this opinion. Such a rule, if only the teacher will use a little discre· 
tion in its execution, need not be in any way injurious to the pupils, much less 
"inhuman," as it has been styled. If then any board of school directors has 
made such a rule, or permitted the teacher to make it, I am sure ·the courts 
will never interfere with its proper use. 
SPRINGFIELD, Feb. IS, 1879. 
IOWA. 
HON. C. W. VON CCEI.LN, SUPERINTENDENT PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 
1. Any election held by the people must be held on the day designat· 
ed, aud officers must be elected by a single ballot. A plurality of votes will 
elect, unless the statute provides otherwise. 
2. Any unappropriated school~house funds may be disposed of by the elec-
tors, under Sec. 1717, for improvements, such as fencing school.sites, provid-
ing wells, etc.; and the board, under Sec. 1723,.are required to carry out tbe 
vote of the electors. 
3. In case of disturbance or interruption during the trial of an appeal be· 
fore a county superintendent, not being invested with judicial powers, he 
has only the ordinary remedy of complaint to the proper autborities, as pro· 
vided for by Sec. 4069, Code of 1873. 
4. Each organized sub district is entitled to a school for the period requir. 
ed by law. The board may provide an additional school in another part of 
the sub· district, and maintain it for such length of time as they choose, not 
exceeding the uniform time given to the schools of the sub·districts through. 
out the district township. 
5. If sub·districts boundartes .are in controversy by way of appeal, the 
election for sub·director should be made on the basis of the status of tbe sub· 
district on the day of election. 
DES MOINES, Feb. 15, 1879. 
MICHIGAN. 
" !jON. C. A. GOWER, SUPT. PUBLIC INSTRUCTION. 
Section 108 of act No 42 of the session laws of 1875 requires that "no suo 
perintendent or teacher of schools shalt act a; agent for any author, publisher, 
or bookseller, or shall directly or indirectly receive any gift or reward for his 
influence in recommending the purchase or use of any library or school book 
or school app~ratus or furniture whatever." The performance of any such 
act as above named shaU be dee'med a misdemeanor,'and is punishable by a 
fine not exceeding $250, or by imprisonment in the county jail not exceeding 
one year, or by both such fine and imprisonment. (Compiled laws, s.ections 
7678 and 7679.) 
The law gives to district boards the power to prescribe and require uniformity 
of text·books, but no authority to purchase, at the expense of the district, 
text· books for .alt the children who may attend school, but only for such chilo 
dren as are too poor to buy for themselves. 
WISCONSIN. 
RON. W. C. WHITFORD, SUPT. PUBI;IC INSTRUCTION. 
I. No alteration of a joint district can be properly made except in a 
meeting of the Supervisors of both towns. 
2 . A surplus of money raised for a certain purpose, say for building, ra 
pairing, buying furniture, etc., that will be needed for such purpose the ensa 
ingyear, may, by vote of the district, be applied to some other lawful and 
needful purpose. 
3. A district cannot, by tax, make up a sum of money lost by the Treasur- . 
er, or which he negligently failed to obtain from the Town Treasurer. It can 
release the Treasurer from no obligations or liabilities. 
4· A district cannot pay the expenses of an appeal taken by one of the vo-
ters against an alteration of said district, unless he was directed by the district 
to take the appeal. -
5. If pupils attend schools in two districts during the year, they should be 
reported only in their own district. 
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THE CHARGE OF GODLlNE'>S AND SHIFTLESSNESS AGAINST 
THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS. 
Oy A. D. MAYO, Springfield, Mass. 
A v elure dellvered In the Church n( the Mes.lah. New Votk ,~unday evening, November 
( 0 , 1818. 
-r'" E present system of free school education in the United States is the 
growlh of the p.stlwenty yenrs. Horace Mann and his group of famous 
.chool .men sowed Ihe seeds of "Ihe new education," from the Allanlic to the 
M I •• i •• ippi, forty ye .... go. The Wl\r swept the school·room clean of able-
bodied men, ancl g.ve Ihe educaled young women of America their tirst com-
mllnding potlition as teachers of Ihe children. The be5t outcome of the past 
sea,on of liberal . pending of money has been the growing disposition of the 
Norlhern people 10 build go.xl Ichool ·hou ell, and rai. e the wages of the 
hordesl·worked and pooreil paid class o( public officials,--the teachers in the 
public schuols. And the one eYldence of reconslruction. now admitted by 
all, is the su re growlh of thi beneficent system of free educalion in all Ihe 
<Iates or.lhe South. 
Of course, .ny nation.1 system of eduClltion, however excellent, so rapidly 
( I evelop~d ove~ ~n area s,? vast, ~n.d chiefly directed by local intelligence and 
7.eal, will exhIbit gre.t IIlequ.ltllcs, and be open to numerous forcible criti · 
cisms. A thons.nd cvils will be charged to it for which tbe system itself is 
not responsible, but which are failings in certain acbools. In many cities and 
districts the fnir .workin.!: of .the system b&.' ~een great ly embarras., ed by the 
narrow economies of IL' friend., and the open and secret opposition of its 
enemie.. Multitudes of good people, within tbe last few years have 
for the first time, seriously looked III public education. 'Many 
of them I\re Il!Ilounded by tbe vast proportions it bas now assumed and 
oppose it becanse it is so much greater and more powerful than tbey eve; con-
ceived it pon ible for .ny p~bhc ~chool to .be . . It i~ obvious Ihat a large class 
of proprietors and Ic.chers m private lemman .. Will oppose the full develop. 
ment of the free higher educ.tlon on grounds of interest, although the wisest 
public Kchool: m: n nre the best friends of good private acbools. Tbe large 
clllAs of mUDlnclpal rcformers, wh05C IOle panacea (or public ills is to cut 
down public n~propriations and ltarve public ?fficial.s, drive at the public 
Rchool bec. u. e It often represents I he largest amgle Item of expenditure. 
And, generally, an in~titution so conspicuous will attract tbe sharts o( the 
wbole CI.SA of literary and loclal pbilosophen wbo are "nothing unless criti-
cal," Ilnd who beat up to importance on the wings of dismal prophecy con-
cerning the downfall of the republiC. 
In ench ~nd all th<;se critlci,ms, which no,,": swarm in the parlor and the 
press, there IS some frl'llin of truth . And we beheve nobody is now so open 
to fnir presentation of tnlth as the men and women who are at the head of 
our puhllc schools. Certllinly no American institution is improving in all 
~IlYK so r1\pidly ~ t.he common school, In nil parts of the Union; as rapidly 
m the old rural dlllnCts o( New England u on the prairie of Iowa and tbe 
COllSt of C.lifornill. The wisest piece of national legislation for the past 
twenty years is the act which establi hed tbe Bureau of Education in tbe De-
p~nment of the Interior III ~ashington , and placed Jobn Eaton at its bead. 
And the PreSIdent of the United States and hl~ predecessors are tbe 6rst cbief 
ID411iKtrateK of the republic who bave distinctly CIllIed the attention of the 
whole people to tbis matter of high"St national concern. 
Bul the most insidious :us.ult on the American aystem of public education 
cornel in Ihe name of good morals !lnd pure reUltion. T wo classes of peo. 
pic now seem to h!l.ve formed an unnatural longue to impeacb the character 
of tbe Ichools . First comes the sohd army of the bisbops of the Roman 
Cnthollc Church, led by the Cardin!ll , who, in obedience to orders from Rome 
. ""SI\I\ Ihe common school lUI godles and immoral, and command their (01: 
lowers to remove their children from i.t llS (rom a spiritual pest-bouse. Tbis 
charge hlUl been taken up by a pomon of Ibe Protestant Episcopal church 
notably hy Ihe bisbops of New York City and Indiana' and a pressure i~ 
hroullht upon tbeir people to establish in the U!"ited Sta;elI tbe old·tlme Eng-
IIsb system of churc.h parochial Ich001s. And a guerrilla force is skir. 
mishing in the lame \Dterests, composed of recruits (rom all the Christian de-
nomlnAI.lons. All thelle c1er!cal critics v,~u!llly demand that the people of 
lhe Vn."e.d Stnles shall. dehver over their child~en .'0 the clergy for lecu-
I ~r educntl on,-lln experiment that never yet was tried In any country without 
dlSllAtroul results. 
Out from the opposite quarter of society comes up anotber charge against 
the Icbools III nuneries of i~lenes , conceit, and Inefficiency-what the New 
England people call Ih~ftlessness-in our American youth. This IS a very 
oerioul charge! for an Idle, conceited, Inefficient, sbiftless race of children 
can be saved, In this .or any w('rl.d,. only hy speedy repentance. The school-
men are sharply arrnlgned by brllh~nt re(ormen in the press and on ' change, 
who aue r! Ihnl our present sY.ltem III absurdly expanded, and literary rather 
thl\n practical. Many of tbe. e persons demand that wbat ie called "indus-
Irial education" (whatever Ihal rna)' be) shall be largely substituted for the 
pre~ent course of .tudy and discipline. 
Now, if the chools are, .as the bi hopt y, "godless," and imperil the 
evedastinfl &nlvlllion of tbe children ; if they are, as the secular critics say, 
~reedcrs of. idlen .. " educating ' be cbildren flf the people "beyond tbeir posi-
Kltion in hfe," and thua expmlng tbem to failure in this. world,-then the 
mal.dy is incurable. And both the,se cia es of critics, lay and clerical, pro· 
p<>.e t" make thorOullh work of tb.l~ reform. On the one hand, this portion 
of tl~e clergy would fence ofT the chtldren In p.'Irochial !IChools, instructed by 
rellgtous orders .of men and women, but really controlled by a set of pious 
and learned divlnell who, as a preliminary qualification have sworn a great 
oatb to the Pope of Rome never, thetMelv.,., to becom; the parent of a chlldl 
On the other, the wbole nationa1scbool-.,-em Would be recollltl'llcted 10 the 
supposed interest of mechamcal induslry, for tbeJ:imaginary benefit of the 
classes, especially in the cities, who live by days' work or the lahor of their 
hands. 
Now, tbe first consideration, in reply to these whoiesale cbarges, is to tind 
out what is the American system of common scbool.. The Golden Rule of 
criticism is tbal no man ignorant of Ihe merits of a book is competent to speak 
of its defects. No wise school.man defends a good many local absurGities 
and eccentricities which still clog tbe American system of schooling. Beau 
Brummel, tbe champion dandy of his generation, was one day seen with a 
dozen crushed and torn neck-ties danghng from bis arm. "Tbese," said be , 
"are our failures." But"the man who neglected to study the successful neck -
lie wbicb encircled the throat of the great artist in c1otbes, and only spoke of 
those upon his arm, would bave been a greater "failure" than the most ragged 
piece of muslin in question. To select a sheaf of schools from an old run · 
down, rural district; to bring forward the school system of a city in a stale or 
siege by the bishops and economists; to make the school committees and 
teachers responsible for the fol\y or extravagance of occasional incompetents; 
to exhibit tbe criminal class, or the vagrant class, or tbe Slupidities of any sel 
of scbools as the legitimate fruits of its course of study and disdpline; to 
ignore the efTorts of the leading school-men and women, all over tbe Union, 
(or the reform of abuses, and tbe general improvement of scbools in the in-
terest of tbe masses of the children,-all tbis, of cour;e, is the essence of in · 
justice, and will react upon the enemies of the system. 
In my present discourse I am not defending our public scbools against Ihe 
efforts of wise and conscientious people who are working in good faitb to im· 
prove tbem. I am putting in a general disclaimer '!gainst the large and influ-
ential class, clerical and lay, who make tbese wholesale charges of godliness 
and shiftlessness a basis for the virtual destruction of the most characleristic 
feature of American life. And I assert, as the result of a very extensive oh-
servation in all portions of the Nortb, that, as respects tbe only scbool; that 
can fairly be regarded as representalive of the American system, toi, general 
charge is the off;pring of ignorance and bigotry, and is absurdly and thor· 
ougbly unjust. On the contrary, I assert that no institution in America, not 
excepting the Christian Cburch itself, more tboroughly deserves Ihe gratitude 
and support of the people for its service as teacher and trainer in good morals 
and manne .. , industry, order, respect for law, honesty, piety, and the wbole 
circle of virtues which 6t the youth for bonorable citizensblp of the Uniled 
States. And while the public school syslem cannot, by the very nalure of 
our institutions in tbe United States, be a specially religious agency, yet I as-
sert that its influence is always in the direction of tbat universal Christian reo 
ligion wbich is the foundation of modern civilization, tbe basis of civilized 
morals, and tbe soul of the gospel and the cbaracter of tbe Savior of Ihe 
world. . 
. First, consider our public school as an agency for bringing together all 
cla55es and orders of children in tbe country, and instructing them in respect 
-for each others' rights,-m order, regard for law, good manners, all the vir-
tues that make up the character of a good American citizen. Looked at as a 
seminary of the common moralities of public and private life, our American 
system of free schools is not only the best but the only agency that pretends 
to work to · this encl. -
Contemplate the d~ply interesting spectacle of one day of scbool life In 
the city of New York. At a fixed hour, every morning, tive days in the week, 
for forty weeks of the year, one bundred and twenty tbousand cbildren are 
expected to be present and ready for work. A larger per cent of these little 
folks are daily brought together at that hour than of the grown people to the 
regular performance of any duty. The first lesson of tbe day is, therefore, 
an object lesson on puncluality. Sland in tbe great ball of one of tbese 
scbool·houses, and see the manner in wbicb these cbildren gatber to tbeir 
seals and subside at the stroke of a bell. Watch tbem during tbe brief mo-
ments of their opening devotional service, or wbatever may be the opening 
exercise of the day. See tbem settle to their work,-remember, as difficult 
and often monotonous to them as our work to us of larger growth. Watch 
them as Ihey recite; mark the influence of tbeir hours of study and recila-
tion, in teacbing perseverence, apphcation, self-reslraint, obedience 10 author· 
_ity. Observe how great is the respect for the rigqts of neighbors, wben a 
whisper or a violent motion would disturb a dozen in tbeir occupation. Mark 
tbem at tbeir plays, and see how all tbe discordant elements of out-door so-
. ciety appear, but all held in check by wise rules for the welfare of the great-
est number. Read the school regulations about the inculcation of good habits 
and manners. No youth is allowed to use liquor or tobacco at school; games 
of chance are forbidden; falsehoods are severely punished; violent words 
and rudeness are at once suppressed; profanity and obscenity are never toler-
ated. In fact, whoever will take Ihe trouble to watch the public schools in 
New York one day will see that here is an institution entirely unique in its 
aims and methods, positively the only agency that can attempt to instruct the 
youth and children togetber in the sovereign art of selfCgoverning citizenship. 
Some people complain Ihat political economy, the seience of 6nance, and va-
rious other things that grown people are in tbe fog about, are not taught in 
our schools. Wby, the very orga'nization and going on of tbe public school 
is a perpetual lesson in self·government and tbe civic virtues; sucb .. lesson 
III children best appreciate; wrought into their lives, I)ot merely lodged ip 
their memory. 
Now, is there any otber agency which can do all this? The family is the 
germ of the state; but the family is isolated, at best toucbes a small num-
ber of adjacent or connected families. Moreover, a vast proportion of the 
families in a city like New York are living in a state of prejudice against each 
otber; separated by differences of nationality, class, culture, and a thousand 
disintregnting Infiuences. Where shall the children, reared in these narrow 
oclla of family life, learn to comprehend thair neighbors; learn all those vir-
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tues of civil life without which government is only a chronic war of classes 
and clans ? 
In the church? Why, the most numerous church in N ew York forbids its 
members to go inside any house of worship but its own. The Protestant 
churches cry down the Catholic as Antichrist. ~igh and L ow ch~r~hes , 
Presbyterian and Congregational, orthodox an~ !tbera!, Jew, free rehgl ous, 
and atheistic, all are at cross·purposes, each trymg to draw people away from 
the influence of the other. A people educated solely by the clergy would be 
what the people of Europe have always been,-always ready to hurst out into 
religious wars, nahon against nation, race against race, church against church . 
Does our husiness, our 'politics, our pleasures, anything going on in the 
country, attempt to do this work of the moral training of the children of the 
whole people for civil and social life? Nothing less than a puhlic 
school that covers the working months of the year holds the children for a 
succession of years, brings all together and' governs them in the name and 
with the power of the state, can do a work so vast: The little school-mis· 
tress at the desk, wIth fifty restless children 011 the bench, represents the city of 
New York, the Empire State, the great republic. The children feel that be · 
neficent, all-encircling power, and subside beneath it as the turbulent elements 
fall into the line at the approach of spring. 
"But the children are reared to despise manual labor ; in6ated with aspira-
tions above their station in life; turned out incompetent and shiftless mem-
bers ot society." 
Nine-tenths of the children of our public schools remain ull-der their influ· 
ence not more than five or six years. Ninety-five per cent of the children in the 
Northern States are through with their education in school before the age of six-
teen years. If they have been in even a moderately good school, they have been 
at work, as hard according to their physical and mental capacity, as the grown 
people outside. There is no labor more continuous and exacting, that calls 
more loudly for the qualities that make the successful merchant, mechanic, or 
farmer, in after life, than the work of the faithful scholar in the good public 
school. -
Besides, the vast majority of these school chiBren do something, many of 
them a great deal, of work of the hand; , out of school,-as much as any 
wise parent ought to put upon the shoulders of a child occupied in school 
duties. If the child is disobedient, indolent, a shirk or a vagrant, of course 
the school fails to make him a worker; but in this the teacher succeeds bet-
ter far than American parents. No class in America, cI,rical or lay, g,ts so 
mucll, so continuous, and so 'lIaluabl, work out of cMldrm as til, I,acll,rs ;n 
_ til, public scllools. In fact, one cause of complaint is that they get too much 
from them, a complaint that has far more to sustain it than the charge of idle-
. ness. . 
These schools encourage all classes of children to study, by the hope of 
honorable success in life. No teacher but a fool-and there are foolish teach-
ers-discourages the children from manuallllbor, or in any waf makes chil-
dren dissatisfied with any honorable lot in life_ It is true that a sharp boy 
coming from a neat and tidy school-house is dissatisfied with the disorder and 
filth of a home cursed by drunkenness and shiftlessness, and probably resolves 
never to have such a home of his own. Fresh from a lesson in correct and 
pure speech, the observing scholar does shrink from the coarseness, profanity, 
and vulgarity that otherwise would reign supreme in thousands of homes. 
Sitting at school on the same seat WIth the stupid or spoiled daughter of a 
.wealthy or famous man, a bright girl may rise above that social servili[ywhich 
seems to be held a virtue in some quarters. Train'ed to exact habits of thought 
and orderly ways of work, thousana s of the chilaren see through the igno-
rance and inefficiency that wreck so many families on the farm and in the 
workshop. In all these ways, the children of the humbler classe, do learn 
to aspire "above their station in life." They do learn that vulgarity and ig-
norance and intemperance and incompetency and servility are not good for 
any American citizen. In this .way the sch?ols a~e t.he great American ele-
vator to lift up the masses of children to lofuer aspiratIOns and nObler perform-
ances than their parents. And tllat sorl of aspiration aNd IIonorabl, ambi-
tion is III, soul of Am,rican lif,. Compare [he children of our emigrant 
population who have been educated in our publif schools with those who 
have been keptin the streets, or trained in charitable or parochial schools, and-. 
ma,k their superiority as material fot, good American Citizenship. 
There is a wide field open for the establishment of industrial Or technical 
schools for instruction, in mechanics, in a great city, in which the children 
can be taugbt trades at the appropriate time. But that time is certainly not be-
fore the age of twelve, the age at which most of them are out of school. And 
a good education in the public school is the best foundation for anything these 
schools of industry have to Impart. I am speaking now of the masses of our 
children, not exceptiooal classes which must be handled by exceptional 
means. 
We do great injustice to our children. when we accuse them in the whole-
sale manner of many of these critics, of idleness and incompetency greater 
than the generation of their p.arents. Unfonunately,.there .always ~ave !>een 
bad boys since the ~ays of Cam,and th~reprobably wII\ be tIll the ~llIenmum. 
There are idlers, shirks, desperately WIcked and lamentably foo!tsh young 
people, too many of them, in all communities; but I do not believe the chil-
dren of to-day are inferior in habits of industry, capacity, and. application to 
those of my boyhood. It is easy to rail against the children and young peo-
ple from the head of the table, or from the 'high stool of the editor. But con-
sider a moment the burden the American children are now carrying, espe-
cially in the more highly <?rganized communities of th~ 'North~rn States. They 
were born amid· the receding waves of a great revolullon whIch has shaken 
their souls and strung their nerves, and cast them into life like frail boats tos.-
ing over a stormy sea. Their parents have been doing business in the erao of 
inflation speculation; dishonesty, that has scarcely a,paralleJ.. -In thousands . 
of home's parenl!'l folly has thrust them into a style of living thoroughly . 
harmful, demoralizing and disturbing to all the best things of childhood. The · 
world around them is not the quiet world of a hill-side farm or a country vil-
lage in Vermont half a century ago; but all things in this city and village are 
crowding about them, exhausting tileir energies and distractmg their minds . 
The school, valuable as it is, is only one in half a dozen clamorous claimants ; 
on their time and strength. If they should get a little beside themselves, not 
knowing where to go or what to do first, they wouldonly resemb Ie most of ,",s. · 
That amid such tremendous temptations to an unseltled life, our children 
should come up a< they are doing, generally more intelligent, and not less in-
dustrious, ambitious, and moral than their fathers and mothers, is the best pos -
sible testimonial to the efficiency of the public schools. Indeed, &0 far from 
the public schools creating the disorders and defects of which we complain, we . 
have created them all by plunging into civil war, whose immediate and re-
mote influence no man can estimate. The public schools, more than any 
other influence, have saved the children from the errors of their home life, 
and sent them out into a turbulent society, in these troubled times, steadied for 
the fearful work that is to be cast on their shoulders at an early day. 
So far from. bemg unfitted for the pmctical auties of active life, the chil-
dren coming from the schools, as a rule, succeed out-of-doors in the same ra· 
tio as in the school· room. As a rul', til, ob,duNt, ;ndustrious, aNd ",:"IIm! 
dzildrm in scllool btcom, III, sam, sort of yOUNg p,opl,; while the criminal 
class, the vagrant class, the trifling and worthless class, who are impervious 
to home, church, and school combined, go on in the same bad way. The 
whole influence of our American system of public education is in the line of 
honorable industry, and the ambition for honorable success which is the 
mainspring of American institutions. 
The outcome of moral lraining is best discovered in the general bearing 
and character, whether of a man, a f",mily. or a school. COl:tpare the rec , 
ords of the free, high and normal schools, for general deportment, for the 'past 
ten years, with that of the sectarian academies and the colleges. Buring that 
time, almost every c0llege m the most cultivated portion of the country has 
been convulsed by a disturbance among ' its student,. The vile practice of 
" hazing" the new-comer survives, and defies the efforts of the most eminent 
presidents ot universities to put it down. A general habit of expensiveness, 
luxnry, intemperan't:e, and waste of time, under the hIgh-sounding title of 
" athletic sports," has made some of these grand old institutions places to 
which a reflecting parent may well hesitate to send his boys. The most rt:-
spectable academies, like East Hampton, are exposed to disgraceful out· 
breaks against teachers and authorities; and even the young theologians of 
Princeton sport broken noses as the outcome of. controversy with tbe collegi-
ans. But has anybody heard of the hazmg of an entering class in any re-
spectable free high school; of any rebellion against authority in the state nor-
mal schools of New York and Massachusetts : of any expensive out·door 
amusements; of scenes like those that scandalized old Boston with the wild 
ways of a c1a5li of Harvard students two years ago? Are these free schools 
vexed by the worriments of sectarian asademies,-even of great" female sem-
inaries," renowned no less for the pranks of the lively boardi.ng.school girl 
than the eminence of their instructors? From the quarter of the free school 
alone comes no report of successful defiance of authority; 
Now, why is it that these public schools, composed of youth at the ,exp~o­
sive age, between fifteen ",nd twenty, gathered from all quarters of the soc[.,l 
scale, with no principle of selection but the ability to pass an eKamination, ' 
can alone be generally presented as models of quiet, orderly, pmisewortliy 
-deportment? First: because, as 'a class, they are co educational, and taught 
by women as well as men; and woman always civilizes where she makes a 
step forward in society ; some college presidents to the contrary, notwithstand-
ing. Second: these schools are consfructed on the only safe princil'le : ,", 
absoluluqua/ity of ltael;,r! and pupils b'fo" I/u law.. Tbey are responsible 
to public boards of officers, chosen by the people; are always open to public 
inspection, and are compelled to report progress at least once a year. They 
tolerate no privileged class, admini,ter justice to the son of the governor or 
the millionaire as impartially as to the cbild of the hod-carner. 
The curse of college life in America is the lingering conceit, imported from 
Europe, that a college or a great private academy is a little select world, set 
apart from the common highway, responsible to nobody save its ol!fn patrons, 
and capable of managing its own affairs. That assumption takes it. most· of-
fensive form in the parochial schools of the Catholic Church, which are vi-r. 
tually closed to the inspection' of. public authorities. But it still infests the 
oldest colleges, whose authorites ,insist on the right to be a sort of conrt of 
last appeal in offenses that ought to send their perpetrator; to the police station 
or the county jail. While this false idea of divided responsibility~olds, our 
best universities will suffer from periodical. tumults, and the ·morals and man· 
ners of their students ",ill be at a lower ebb than public schools of high grade, 
notwithstanding the advantaf,e of a select body of students of more· mature 
age. . ' . 
And this may be said of the most select private sc1ioolil,_dmirable as 
lIIany of them are,-that the presence of one" black sheep," male or female, 
will often corrupt the whole body more fatally than could ·be possible in a 
great public >chool-room. For in the latter, pu6licityis' therule; the children 
pair off in different c1ass~s, according to their social and mora). affinities; an 
evil-minded pupIl is soon detected and avoided by all who are oth-erwise, and 
discovery and open punishment threaten the offender. J have. no quarrel .with 
colleges and private schools. They are a vital part of our great kmerican 
system.of education. But their overzealous ·advocates. who are accustomed 
to take up the loose charge of im!Dorality and disorder against the public sys.· 
tem, should be reminded that they live in houses of, gla5li, even though tlie 
glass is stained to shut Qut the gla.re of publicity. . 
All this seems to us a fair amwer to the vagu"" and miscellineous cliarge ot 
.pmcticaJ inefficiency and immorality, from the secular 0pl!9nents of. these 
schools. Agamst the priests and parsons who charge thatilie pqDIic ~oo.l 
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is tbe OJ road to bell," tbere is, brielly, tbis to be said, This republic .does not 
buay Itself in surveying lines for sectarian celestial railroads. !bere IS such a 
Vlllit variety of theae Hectarian highways to heaven-all of whlcb are, doubt· 
. leK8, excellent for those wbo use them; all of which, undeniably, do convey 
multitudeK to Christian Iif" in tbis world-that religion, as a creed and an 
.ecclesiastlcilm, i. far better le(t to the charge o( the people as i~dividuals. aDd 
churcbmen. All these drnunciations o( the public schools by bIShops, praests. 
and secularists' really man tbat Inid parties cannot capture the schools, and 
ule them nl nn attac~ment to their own religioul or anti · religious sect. That 
il just the rock agnini t whicb every great book-publisbing house, ev~ry 
traveling teacher o( elocution or physiology, every great •• moral sbow," h.ke 
Barnum'. , collides,-that the public school is (or the education o( tbe people \0. 
to good American citizenship, not to push any specialty in the sb~w busin~, 
the book businesl~r the bUSiness of making converts to specl. 1 aeno!'". 
nations of the Cburch o( Christ. Tbat the schools are a great bulwark agnlOlt 
ecclesiastical bigotry, and do prevent tbe more intolerant of tbe sectarian 
clergy from shutting American cbildren up in a snarl of ecclesiastical po~nds 
to rail al and send each otber to perdition, is one of their grandelt acbleve-
ments. 
But if the IIrowth of the children in all the virtues that make up tbe 
charncter o( the good citizen in a modem Chriltian state is a migbty power on 
the side o( the true religion which (cll (rom the lips and shone in tbe life of 
the Maiter, then are our public scbools eminently rdigious. And all of them, 
lave in a few cities where tbey bave been disturbe.t by the bitter rivalrits of 
priests and secularis", do rest on a Insi. of acknowledged reverence for 
sacred things. In all, Kave a few, the Bible still remains. not as the shibbo. 
leth of any OJ ism," not even Proteltanlism, but, like the dictionary, as a hand. 
book o( praclical morality. In all, even Ihe mOl t secularized city, extraets 
from religious writings, beside the Bible, abound in their school books; re. 
IIglous hymn~ are sung, and the cbaracter IlDd inlluence of the teachers is 
most carefully guarded. A good pablic school is religious in the same sense 
as a good cuurt , a good legislature, a good postmaster or president,-ill wl/olt 
~njlum't is on Ihe hide o( that Cbristian morality which haa become the cor. 
ner·stone of Chrislendom. The faithful teacbers and graduates of tbese 
.chools become the mOlt effective members of the churcbes of all the sects. 
To assail them as anti-religiOUS i. as foolistl and unjust as to assail the whole 
framework of our national, state, and municipal government because it does 
nol further the interests o( a special churcb. The one cbarge involves the 
other, Ilnd these loud·volced defamers of the OJ godless public schools" wili, 
in due time, be found demanding a reconstruction of our American .yatem of 
government which wili involve a backing down into the darkness and .vio. 
lence o( the M.iddle Age •• 
Flnaliy, the efficiency of any family, IDIlitution, school, cburcb, depends 
greatly on the character for intelligence and morality of the people who man. I 
age itl affairs. I lUll willing to · make great allowance for the incompetency 
and the occllIional immorality of tbe sevCDly-6ve Ibousand teachers In our 
American public schools. But with all j ust ell,count on this head, I ask with 
confidence, is there any other clllll of ollieia" in the republic wbich, on Ihe 
whole, t8 doing more work, at greater aacri6ee, in a better Ir.irit, witb more 
commendable results? I know tbe public scbool·teachers of arge districts of 
the country; and I would not cOOilder my own profession at all disparaged 
by comparilon with these minislers of public edueation,-t leut as fnr as .in. 
cerity, self.aacrifice, and rectitude of moral purpose are concerned. I be. 
Iieve no body o( people in public or private llaUOn, in our country, deserves 
the gratllude of tbe nation . in greater degl'tC than our teachers of public 
Ichool.. The vast majority of them are yoang, unmarried girls; but where 
are Ihe 'mothers who care for Ibe children with more loving tenderness, and 
labor more disinteresledly for their instruction and improvement than they? 
These girl. arc paid an average salary lower than that of a good cook or a 
nursery-maid in a Fifth·avenue palace; but think of Ibe work tbe country ex-
pects of them. They . boulder tbe hurden of juvenile ignorance, depravity, 
and frivolity that crushes out thousands of mothers in the homes; but who 
.acceed. 10 well as Ihey in molding the character of the child? They arc 
almolt Ihe only officials who arc never aeeused of peculalion and tbe seandals 
that degrade our official life. Tbe Superlptendent of Public Inllituuons 'of 
the . tate of New York truly UICI1I that the scbool department alone, of all 
branches of the aovemment pf the Empire State, is frcc from the charge of 
corruption i and tbis is true, in eminent degree, of the majority of achoois in all 
our citlel and tOWOl. 
There ¥e yet great thini' to .be done by our teacbers to adjust themselves 
to tbo growing demand. o( Ibe age, but no body of people it now so earnestly 
looking for the hgbt and trying 10 do If. aiilj. The clergy and people will do 
weil to aid Ibem in Iheir laudable efforts at reform, and refrain from the deep 
injultice of theae wholeaale charges of Incompetency and failure that are the 
chief .taple of au milch popular abule. 
Tbe people who believe in tbe American ')'Item of government have a 
groat battle to figbt in defense of the American I)'stcm of public ~ool •• 
There are plenty of interested enemies wbo confidently predict ita downfall 
lit no dlllllnt time. II will not be dCllroyed, though it will be greatly improv-
ed. The people will be fo.pnd all ready when the day of the hattie comes. 
llb~y will give Ihe foe the choice of ground, wind, and . un, with all the pres· 
llge of the remainder of the world to back bim. Then they will beat bim 10 
completely that, in half a cenlury, the common achool will be aa common 
III Ibe lun and the air, wberever the flq _ves above a republic that ahall 
become the heat place 10 live in God'. world. 
A eorreapondeut of the CnIIl'tI/ S~~HI 7n1t'71111, IL, writes vigoroDllj agalDlt 
the parnicioul habit or .. Profe&lOrin& almOlt every one eutitled to a ICCOnd 
'pde certificate." 
WISCONsIN.-The following resolution was passed by the Oconto School 
Board at a special meeting' 
R,ulv~d. That in futurc, if any person disturbs any of the schools while in session such 
penon or persons shall be arrested and dealt with according to Section 4.572, R. S., which 
reads as [ollows: .f Any petson who shall willfully , maliciously, or wantonly interrupt or 
in any way moles t or disturb any priv~te or public school while in session, shall be punished 
by imprisonment in the county jail not more than ' thirty days or by fine not exceeding fifty 
doll...... . 
A bill was inlroduced into the stale legislature last month requiring super-
intendents to pass examination for the highest grade teacher's certificate. 
App/tlon's Rtadtrs have been adopted at Watertown, after considerable de-
lay and discussion as to tbe merits of various series wbich were examined by 
<he CommIttee on Text·books. A resolution was also adopted by the board 
last week opposing tbe bill now before the Legislature for Ihe .. cheapening of 
text-lY.loks," and requesting Iheir representatives in Madison to use their in-
fluence either to prevent th" bill trom becoming a I!'w, or have the city of 
Watertown e.empt from its operation. 
The report of the Text·book Commission on spelling reform has been received 
with very encouraging commendation from the educators far and wide througb 
the counlry. Senator Paul has received a host of letters from all parts of the 
United States expressing the highest praise of the report. President T. A. 
Marcb. of La Fayette College, Pennsylvania, Presid ent of tbe American 
Spelling Reform Association, bas paid it tbe high compliment of asking for 
500 copies for distribution in this country and Europe.. The association of 
which Mr. March is president numbers among its menbership ~rof. William 
D. Whitney, of Yale College, and Prof. W. T. Harris, of St. Louis, anJ tbe 
endorsement of this association stamp. the report with the aPl?robation of the 
most eminent philologists in this country . . Tbe proposition to establish \his 
reform by making a new dictionary is not yet well enougb defined to com-
~and very general approval. Most of tbe ·correspondence shows that tbe plan 
of abandoning effort toward national legislation on the subject and taking it 
up in the states is sound.-Milwauku S.".tintl. 
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